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ABSTRACT 

Dropping out of educational system is a serious individual, familial, educational and social 

problem. It is a complex process influenced by a large number of factor. It is a phenomenon that 

takes place in school and different school factors can serve as risk. Dropouts in Kakamega south 

sub county are still high. On way to improve the educational system and ensure equal education 

for every child is to reduce dropout rates. As part of a larger study, the goal of this research was 

to investigate and identify key school factors related to dropouts from school in Kakamega south 

sub county. In order to hear voices from different actors in the educational system, qualitative 

research was conducted involving interviews, focus groups and questionnaires. 

On the other hand, students and parents participation in school life is underused as a resource for 

school dropout. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

According to Oxford Dictionary, Dropout is defined as someone who leave his or her school or 

college without completing it. 

Most students in school fail for a great many reasons, the failure is as a result of one thing or the 

other. Close to about 50% of those who began schools dropout before they finish adolescent 

perceptions preventing style and parenting involvement in their education has also related to 

school dropout. These set of students refused to develop more than a tiny part of the tremendous 

capacity for discipline, learning understanding and the art of creating of which made full use of 

during their early learning. 

This problem has eaten deep into the Kakamega South Sub County making parents unfulfilled 

and discouraging to send children to school nowadays. The problem caused by this dropouts 

motivates in finding out the factors of these dropouts which has become part and parcel of 

schools in Kakamega South Sub County. The suggestions and recommendations arising from the 

study will help solve the problem. 

 

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

School dropout which has being a critical issue in the Kakamega South Sub County which has 

estimated population of 100000 thus 60% are children. Therefore the aim of study is finding out 

the factors of school dropout by examining the possible impacts of work environment, figure and 

trends related youth problems and suggestions for solving the problem. 

 

1.3 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

1. To investigate the factors of school environment leading to school dropout. 

2. To establish strategies for enhancing retention of children in school. 

3. To investigate the socio economic status leading to school dropout. 

 

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

1. What are the factors of school environment that leads to school dropout? 

2. How to establish strategies for enhancing retention of children in school? 

3. How is the socio-economic status leading to school dropout? 

 

1.5 SIGNIFICANT OF THE STUDY 

1. To help formulate school educational policies aimed at enhancing participation of students. 

2. To help parents use the information to identify the factors that are out of their own 

contribution which will influence involvement and completion. 

3. To help put strategies that can be put in place to curb the vice for future and today. 

 

1.4 LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

1. The respondent were not competent enough to understand the question. 

2. The respondents would not be co-operative and honest and would provide less information 

pertaining to school dropout. 
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1.5 SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

The study was limited to schools around Kakamega South Sub County. In addition, the study 

focused on both boys and girls. 

 

 

1.6 CONCEPTUAL FFRAMEWORK 

Dropout is a dependent variable caused by the independent variables; school related and non 

school related factors. There’s also the pupils own personality and character. These have the 

ability to influence dropout rates. The researcher conceptualized in the study that the dependent 

variables percentage is determined by the percentage of the independent variables in different 

categories. 

 

The conceptualized frame work shows clearly the relationship between the various factors so far 

thoughts to cause school dropout with articular reference in Kakamega South Sub County. The 

factors relating to socio-economic are hardship, poverty, child labor and social cultural we have 

early marriages, initiation rites law on wife inheritance that allows boys to be alternative husband 

to their dead brothers wife while still in school and general belief in fishing as opposed to other 

alternative forms of business. They all have effects on dropout rate in schools in Kakamega 

South Sub County. Similarly students personality and character like during adolescent stage, peer 

pressure, lack of interest in education, lack of motivation result to school dropout 
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1.7 DEFINATIONS OF TERMS 

Dropout rates- it refers to the percentage of pupils who withdraw from school premature. 

Dropout- for the purpose of this study, it will be taken to mean leaving school. 

Education cycle- A phase of education span in terms of years and content. 

Enrollment- Refer to a number of students joining or attending school in a given year. 

Factors- These are variables that cause an effect on phenomena. 

Literate- It refers to people who can understand, both read and write. 

Repetition- Refers to cases where a student spends more than one academic year in one class. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

 

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW 
2.1 INTRODUCTION 

This chapter reviews some of the related literature on dropout of boys and girls in schools. 

Although the research findings of various studies differ depending on the peculiar areas specific 

situations rural urban gender bias and family background appear to the most common elements 

in almost all studies. 

 

2.2 IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION 

Education is universally recognized as an example important tool for sustainable development of 

any society. It is only through education that a nation is able to reduce the socio-economic 

stratification gap between its people. Education is an investment worth banking on and on 

important tool for future availability of experts and manpower resources to make the economy to 

grow fast (UNICEF, 1992). The country will have citizens who can contribute intellectually and 

materially towards their communities, boosting the economy of the country through higher 

output and higher wages hence good tax rate collection on salaries. 

Education too, is a pervasive elements that must be integrated horizontally and vertically into all 

development efforts for it enhances even social development (World Bank 1984). Education then 

is not only critical to self advancement but it is also a means for promoting and improving 

knowledge and skills necessary for socio-economic growth as well as political consciousness 

(World Bank 1993). Stress on universally education, made all countries of the world to invest in 

education of their citizens despite the serious socio political and economic challenges they have 

had to contend with (WCEFA 1990; World Bank, 2003). 

Moreover education has the elements of training and often follows a prepared curriculum 

designed to equip individual with specific occupational skills, attitudes and individuals with 

specific occupational skills, attitudes and knowledge necessary for earning a living. In addition 

education teaches an individual how to think, to solve problems, to be rational and to distinguish 

logical and irrational thinking. Education helps one to make judgements on issue pertaining to 

life, (Bennars, 1993). 

Secondly, developing quality personnel was fundamental to achieving national objective for 

business success. Finally education was vital for the development of fortifications of any self 

governing institution and human rights meaning people will be in a position to defend their rights 

and work in line with professional ethics or stipulated (Abagi, 1999, 2000). 

 

2.3 FACTORS THAT LEAD TO SCHOOL DROPOUT 

A study by Rumberger (1983) on secondary school students in Spain, established that school 

related factors; discipline, cost, teachers attitude towards learners and lack of motivation account 

for 44percent of the dropout as compared to other factors such as family background and 

parental influence. The same research suggests that the decision to stay in or to leave school is 

affected by multiple contextual and policy factors that interacts over the lifetime of a student. 

To understand why students dropout, Russell Rumberger developed a conceptual framework 

based on an individual perspective and an institutional perspective (2004). 

Equally important is what students experience once in schools. Students who are engaged in 

learning and in the social dimensions of the school are less likely to leave school. For example, 

students may leave school because courses are not challenging or because they have poor 
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relationship with their peers and teachers (Rumberger.2004). Poor academic achievement, both 

in high school and earlier grades, is a strong predictor of dropping out. High absenteeism, student 

discipline problems and student mobility are also associated with dropping out (Allensworth and 

Eastern, 2005; Rumberger and Arellano 2008). 

Poor performance is one of the reason leading to dropout rate in boys whereby girls 

outperforming boys in many European countries. For instance concern have been raised in 

United Kingdom and France, where boys have underperformed relative to girls. The girls had a 

better start at reading than the boys (Arnot et Al, 1998). Similarly a survey in Veropaz Jungle, 

streets of Sao Paulo, flat pampas of Argentina and Andine mountain of Peru, by UNESCO reveal 

that the reality of Latin America do not complete primary or secondary or college school 

( UNESCO, 2003). The dropout is associated with poor morals and lack of personal guidance 

(teachers to students’ ratio) due to congestion in schools. Dropout. 

 

2.4 USED TO CURB THE STRATEGIES ISSUES OF DROPOUT 

In America where the boys who dropout report having get bored in schools, resulted in the 

initiation of child friendly schools initiation (CFSI) in 2008 by UNICEF. It was established if 

schools have favorable conditions that would motivate the learners to be in school. As a result 

certain pol Veropaz were established like abolishing of caning in schools and strengthening of 

guidance and counseling. 

In Kenya we have two main categories of areas, urban and rural. The urban population lives in 

extreme object poverty. In 2000, the government of Kenya started to make educational policies 

armed at closing the gaps between regions, tribes and economic classes and various bills were 

enacted. 

The first was the children’s act in 2002 which stipulated that all children had a right to primary 

educational and subjected parents to fine if this law was disrespected. 

The second was the school feeding program in which assisted poverty stricken children in rural 

areas. The third was the school textbook fund which paid for educational text materials. The 

fourth was the bursary fund which assisted poor students meet the cost of secondary schools; the 

initiative did help a few children (Abagi 2000). 

For Kenya to complete globally or even solve its poverty issues it must put forward an 

educational plan to ensure that some or all the needs of different sectors are met. The awareness 

of importance of education in eliminating poverty, disease and ignorance have led too many 

policies in the past by the Kenyan government and most have met partial success only (Elimu 

Yetu  Coalition 2003). 

Now Kenya is taking a proactive step to correct this major social problem which always been a 

limitation in the production of developed labor (KESSP 2005). 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3.0 RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 

Introduction 

 

This section deals with a description of research procedure that was applied to research 

objective. It describes procedure that were followed in conducting the study. 

 

3.2 RESEARCH DESIGN 

This is plan that is used to generate answers in research questions. The main objective of study 

was to investigate the factors leading to school dropout of schools. To achieve this objective, the 

researcher used descriptive survey. This kind of design involves collecting data in order to test 

hypothesis or answers questions concerning the current status of the subject in the study (Gay, 

1973). 

The purpose of this design is to describe the nature of existing conditions to identify the 

standards against which conditions can be compared and also to determine the relationship that 

exists between specific events. This approach determines and reports the way things are thus 

deals with the incidence distribution and interrelationships of variables (Orodho 2004). 

The design involved collecting information by interviewing and administering a questionnaire to 

a sample of the target group. The captured various opinions and views held by the society, the 

schools and dropout concerning the phenomena. This design employed both qualitative and 

quantitative research approaches. 

 

3.3 TARGET POPULATION 

Best and Khan,(1998),defines population as any groups of individual who have one or more 

characteristics in common that are of interest to a researcher. The population was one hundred 

and ninety teachers and one hundred and seventy five classroom teachers, fifty headteachers and 

sixty principal was interviewed and five teachers given questionnaires. 

 

3.4 SAMPLE DESIGN 

3.4.1 Sample size determination 

The researcher used random random sampling. 

3.4.2 Sampling procedure 

The researcher obtained lists from the sub county of all the schools and using sequences of 

numbers picked odd numbers until they reach fifteen. Automatically the headteachers and school 

principals of those selected schools qualified to be interviewed, then in the selected schools I 

picked two teachers from primary and two from secondary bearing in mind gender balance. 

 

3.5 DATA COLLECTION 

3.5.1 Data collection instrument 

The researcher used questionnaire as research instrument. The questionnaire were used on 

teachers to collect information regarding the situation of dropout in the schools which they teach. 

Of the fifteen schools visited, up to five teachers per school were given there the questionnaire. 

The questionnaire was preferred for teachers owing to the relatively large number of the teachers 

as respondents. The rate of return of the questionnaire was 100% since the researcher insisted in 

waiting for the teachers to fill them while the researcher was still in the respective sampled 

schools. 
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The interviewed schedule was administered to the headteachers and school principals who also 

were a key informants in this case. The choice of this group of informants to respond to the 

interview schedule was informed by the thinking that there is only one head teacher in each 

school. Furthermore the Gender; Male.   Female 

3. Age below 25-35 36-45 46-55 55-Above 

4. Academic qualifications researcher wanted to get some insights into the whole issue of 

dropout thus an interview schedule became the most appropriate tools. However due to poor 

record. Keeping in three of the schools visited and the fact the interview schedule also sought 

some information on school data. Five of the headteachers were not well prepared to provide this 

information thus did not adequately respond to this tool. This became a challenge to the 

researcher since it became a difficult to determine and understand the dropout trends in these 

schools. 

3.5.2 Administration of the questionnaire 

 

SECTION A 

 

1. Name of school 

2. O level 

3. A level 

4. Other (specify) 

5. Professional qualifications 

 PI 

 SI 

 Diploma in education 

 Graduate 

 Post graduate 

 Other (specify) 

6. Teaching experience 

7. Number of years in this school 
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SECTION B 

1. How do you rate the following in your school? 

 Very low Low High Very high Don’t know 

Dropout      

Primary 

schools 

     

Secondary 

schools 

     

Educational 

level of 

parents 

     

School levies      

Girls dropout 

rate 

     

Boys dropout 

rate 

     

 

2. What is the community attitude towards the following? 

 

 Very good Good Poor Very poor Don’t know 

School      

Teachers      

Payment of 

school levies 

     

Administration      

 

SECTION C 

 

1. In your opinion what are the factors leading to girls dropout at various levels? 

2. In your opinions what are the factors leading to boys dropout at various levels? 

 

SECTION D 

 

1. Suggests strategies that can be used to alleviate cases of school dropout? 

 

3.6 DATA ANALYSIS PROCEDURE 

Data was analysed both qualitative and quantitative. There was organised thematically guided by 

the research questions and presented in tabular and textual form. Statistical package for social 

sciences and word processor assisted the researcher not to waste time on unnecessarily 

processing. Quantitative data has been presented in graphical representation that captures 

statistical details and it’s significant. Both types of data have been reported in complimentary 

manner. 
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3.7 INSRUMENT RELIABILITY OF THE RESEARCH 

To ensure the effectiveness of questionnaire a pilot study was carried out. This enables the 

researcher to find out if the questions measures what they were supposed to study. If wording 

was clear and all the questions would be interpreted in the same way, by the respondents. Most 

of the respondents especially females were reluctant on revealing their age bracket until when the 

researcher reassured them that they did not have to write their names on the questionnaires. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

4.0 DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 
The chapter discusses the interpretation and analysis of data that was collected during fieldwork. 

This analysis interpretation and subsequent discussion of the same findings are done within the 

framework of the core objectives and study sought to achieve. The core objectives of the study 

was to investigate the factors leading to school dropout in Kakamega South Sub County. The 

respondents included a sample of population comprising of ninety teachers from fifteen schools. 

Data presented here is therefore organised into three themes based on the key research questions 

that guided the study. 

 

4.1 DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERS OF THE SAMPLE 

The data collection phase started off by first seeking to establish the demographic characters of 

the respondents. The main characteristics of the main respondents that were presented in this 

report include; gender, age, Academic qualifications, teaching experience, headteachers and 

school principals age, professional qualifications and among others. 

 

4.1.1 Distribution of teachers’ respondents by Gender 

During data collection, the researcher administered questionnaire to the teachers. One of the 

thing the teachers were asked is to state their gender. 

 

Table 4.1.1 Teachers gender 

 

Gender Frequency Percentage 

Male 51 68% 

Female 24 32% 

Total 75 100% 

The findings on this situation indicated that the majority of them were males, accounting for 68% 

of the respondents. This leaves 32% that accounts for the female respondents. The gap between 

the two genders is not small, given that the female teachers to whom the questionnaire were 

administered are only a half of their male counterparts. This may reflect the problem of gender 

disparity in indication given the lower numbers of females represented in teaching at this level. 

4.1.2 Distribution of teachers’ respondents by Age 

The researcher sought to establish the teachers’ distribution on the basis of their age. 
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Table 4.1.2 Teachers Age 

 

Age Frequency Percentage 

Below 25years 7 9.4% 

25-35 years 27 36% 

36-45years 25 33.3% 

46-55 years 14 18.7% 

Above 55years 1 1.3% 

Other 1 1.3% 

Total 75 100% 

 

In light of the distribution above, certain issues can be inferred. For instance the, for the majority 

of the teachers to be between 25-35years of age may be interpreted to mean that the majority of 

the teachers do not have long enough experience in relation to certain aspects like guidance and 

counseling which was widely been seen as one of the most effective ways of addressing the 

problem of school dropout. 

 

4.1.3 Distribution of headteachers and school principals by their Age 

As one of the characteristics sought from the headteachers and school principals in the bio-data 

section, the researcher sought to find out the headteachers and school principals Age. The table 

below shows the distribution of the ages in the head teachers sample. 

 

Table 4.1.3 Headteachers and principals Age 

Age Frequency Percentage 

30-40years 4 20.7% 

40-50years 11 73.33% 

50-60years 0 0.0 

Total 15 100% 

 

In the table above, the sample did have less headteachers and principals aged between 50-60 

years. The data presented above indicates that there are no headteachers and principals. At the 

same time, the majority of the headteachers and principals being between 40-50years may be 

interpreted to mean that those headteachers and principals are now fatigue and do not have much 

to look forward too. In fact many of them are preparing for retirement and so much problems as 

dropout do not bother them much. 
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4.1.4 Distribution of Teachers by Academic qualifications 

 

Qualifications Frequency Percentage 

O level 48 64% 

A level 14 18.7% 

Other 13 17.33% 

Total 75 100% 

 

 In the table above, the group of those who were non-committal constituted 17.33% of their 

entire population of the sampled teachers. To some extent one can say the level of majority of the 

teachers also does not motivate the learners. 

  

4.1.5 Distribution of Teachers by their teaching experience 

Teachers respondents were asked to state their teaching experience in the questionnaire 

administered to them the table shows the findings of this questions. 

 

Table of 4.1.5 Teachers teaching experience 

 

Period Frequency Percentage 

1-5years 23 30.7% 

6-10years 16 21.3% 

11-15years 8 10.3% 

16-20years 7 9.3% 

Above 20 years 21 2.8% 

Total 75 100% 

 

According to the table, it is noted that the least number of the teachers were those experiences 

falls between 16-20years. The fact that the majority of the teachers have the shortest experience 

in their in their careers, that is between 5years consulting 30.7% which may be interpreted to 

mean that they have not built their capacities in life skills to be able to address a variety of 

problems facing the learners, dropout inclusive. At the same time, a relatively bigger percentage 

constitute those that have a wide experience. However, this could be part of the group that is also 

advanced in age and only looking forward to retirement thus not really bothered by such 

problems. 
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4.1.6 Distribution of headteachers by their Administrative Experience 

 

Period Frequency Percentage 

1-5years 5 33.3% 

6-10years 3 20% 

11-15years 3 20% 

16-20years 4 26.7% 

Total 15 100% 

 

Almost a similar trend with teachers is expressed here where the majority of headteachers and 

principals have less experienced. But on the other hand, the category of the headteachers and 

principals with less experience can be seen to be those headteachers and principals who are still 

enthusiastic about their careers and so would be keen on such problems as dropout. 

Unfortunately, they constitute only 33.3% of total sample of the heads. 

 

4.2.1 Factors leading to school dropout out in Kakamega South Sub County 

As earlier noted, the study sought to establish the factors that leads to school dropout in 

Kakamega South Sub County. For purposes of being systematic. These factors have been 

categories into two main groups, thus the school related factors and socioeconomic factors. Later 

the chapter explores the strategies for enhancing retention of children in schools. 

 

Table 4.2.1 The rates of dropout in schools, primary schools, secondary schools, educational 

level of parents, school levies, girls dropout rate and boys dropout rate. 

 

Rates  Very 

low 

Low High Very 

high 

Don’t 

know 

Dropout 3% 10% 40% 45% 2% 

Primary 

schools 

1% 6% 43% 58% 2% 

Secondary 

schools 

2% 45% 35% 17% 1% 

Educational 

level of 

parents 

60% 22% 5% 3% 2% 

School 

levies 

2% 20% 40% 30% 8% 

Girls 

dropout 

rate 

10% 18% 30% 40% 2% 

Boys 

dropout 

rate 

10% 20% 40% 25% 5% 

From the table it is very clear that dropout is an issue which needs attention so that we can 

establish what the main causes are. One can easily realize that the primary classes are most 

affected by the dropout. This can be attributed to the levies which pupils pay in secondary 

schools and very low educational level of parents thus pupils lack of role models in their 
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families. It is noted that the girls rate of dropout is much higher than that of boys though the boys 

rate is equally high. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.2.2 community attitude 

 

 Very good Good Poor Very poor Don’t 

know 

School  40% 30% 10% 5% 5% 

Teachers 10% 15% 30% 40% 5% 

Payment of 

levies 

1% 5% 25% 63% 6% 

Administration 5% 10% 30% 52% 3% 

 

From the table 4.2.2, It is revealed that the community attitude towards the school is not bad they 

appreciate their schools, however from the look of things it is the teachers, the levies and the 

administrators that the community dislikes. This can either be the way the teachers handle the 

learners makes the disgusted or the community feels the teachers demand high levies and yet do 

very little as per the remedial paid for. This affects dropout rate because learners too will 

perceive the education in the same perspective their parents do with a negative attitude already 

formed in the mind one cannot perform well so will definitely dropout. 
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In section c questions sort to establish the factors of the school dropout in girls. The pie chart 

below reveals the percentage of the respondents. 

Figure 4.2.3 Factors leading to girls’ dropout in Kakamega South Sub County 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This results show that pregnancy is an issue which ought to be addressed in schools in Kakamega 

South Sub County. Then poverty too drives a quit a number to withdraw from school. Similarly 

dropout comes about as a result of being orphans so they lack basic needs as well as parental 

guidance. 
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12%
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Question 2, in section c tried to find the factors of the boys dropping out of school. The 

responses are shown in the table 4.2.4 

Table 4.2.4 Factors leading to the boys dropout rate in Kakamega South Sub County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The pie chart above shows that child labor caused most of the boys to dropout of schools. This 

could either be as a result of lacking fees, providing for the young siblings after the death of their 

parents, or just to add up to what their parents have if one comes from a poor family. This kind 

of style induced most of the boys to marry early giving fourth to children who lack model and 

parental guidance. Stigma at school for poor performance and those who are over aged to make 

them dropout.  

As stated earlier on the objectives of the study was to establish the school related factors and 

socioeconomic factors that leads to school dropout in Kakamega South Sub County. Thereafter 

to identify strategies that can be put in place to curb the phenomena. Thereafter the analysis of 

the findings the following are the results; 
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4.3.1 School related factors 

 

In summary, the findings indicate that all teachers respondents admitted that the school s 

experience such cases of dropout. School factors included those factors which originated from 

within the school as seen from the various areas of teaching, school infrastructure and facilities, 

the general relations within the school. These accounted for 34% of the factors leading to school 

dropout in Kakamega South Sub County. 

 

 

 

 

4.3.2 socio-economic factors 

 

The study further tried to identify the socio-economic factors behind these trends in dropouts. 

Socio-economic factors included those factors which originated from within the society or the 

social or cultural environment around the school which can lead to learners dropping out from 

school. The responses are illustrated below; 

 

Table 4.3.2 socio-economic factors leading to dropout’s socio-economic factors. 

 

 
 

 

The above pie chart that poverty contributes to the 25% of the dropouts, child labor 23%, those 

who dropout because of being orphans 15%, those who lack parental guidance 6%, those who 

resort to early marriages 5%, those whose parents are ignorant 2%, those who become pregnant 
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24% , those who are displaced by floods 2% and lastly those who are affected by teachers 

attitude 3%. 

Table 4.3.3 percentage of school related and socioeconomic factors. 

Factors leading to school dropout 

 

 
 

From the pie chart above, school related factors that leads to school dropout rate are 34%, while 

socio-economic factors that also lead to dropout rate add up to 66%. 

One is able to realise that socio-economic factors lead a great deal to school dropout in 

Kakamega South Sub County. 

Section D had one question which required suggestions on how to alleviate factors leading to 

school dropout in Kakamega South Sub County. 

 

4.4 Strategies for enhancing retention of children in schools 

 

The foregoing situation presented a picture of a Sub County whose children education is pulled 

back by the phenomena of school dropout. This dropout is usually brought about by a number of 

factors as already discussed in the foregoing sections. Given such a situation, the researcher 

sought to establish from the teachers, what they think would be the workable strategies in 

working towards alleviating these cases of dropouts and thereby enhancing retention of the 

students in school. This issue had been discussed at three levels thus at the level of the parent, the 

community and the government through ministry of education. 
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At the first level of parents four key issues were suggested. This is represented in the pie chart 

below in table 4.5.1. 

 

Table 4.4.1 Role of parents in curbing school dropout in Kakamega South Sub County 

 

 
 

 

Table 4.4.1 shows the suggestions the ninety teachers gave as a solution to alleviating cases of 

dropouts. Tightly teachers out of ninety suggested that parents should be vigilant with their 

children when it comes to education matters. This is 89% of the respondents. 

Sixty out of the ninety also suggested that it is the day of the parents to return to school by force 

students who dropout that gives us 67% of the respondents. 

Fifty teachers felt motivational talks to the students would motivate them that is 55.5%. 

Seventy teachers out of the ninety felt there is need to pressurize parents to take their children to 

school at the right age. This is 77.8% of the respondents. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

5.0 DISCUSSIONS OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

The chapter presents a discussion of findings, conclusion drawn from the findings and the 

recommendation made. These three aspects of the chapter are done in view of the problem of the 

study as enrished in the first chapter of this project. 

 

5.2 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

 

The first and perhaps the main objective of the study was to establish the school factors that 

leads to school dropout in Kakamega South Sub County. Under this objective, four main findings 

that were established indicated that there are a number of school related factors which leads to 

this problem of school dropout. Those included; stigma due to advanced age and large body size, 

lack of funds to pay for some school levies which are not covered by the free education funding, 

fear of punishment by weak performance, the use of abusive language by teachers and non 

achievements in schools which brings about a very low self-concept on the part of the children 

affected by the low achievement this eventually becoming dropouts. 

Secondly, the study sought for the socio-economic factors that leads to dropout in Kakamega 

South Sub County. The findings indicate that these factors included the relatively low 

socioeconomic conditions in the catchment areas of the schools, higher numbers of orphans, 

parents ignorance of the importance of education for their children, early marriages, lack of 

proper parental guidance on the part of the children, early pregnancy, peer pressure, negative 

attitude towards girl child education in the area and drug abuse mostly among boys. The first pie 

chart summaries factors for the girl child and second for the boy child. 

Thirdly, the study sought to identify some of the workable strategies in working towards 

alleviating these cases of dropouts and thereby enhancing retention of the students in schools 

strategies were grouped into three depending on their own origin, thus these are that initiated by 

the ministry of education from the parents and from the community. Accordingly, on the part of 

parents, they have been playing their role as in terms of making sure that the children are in 

schools, helping in identifying and bringing back to school those children in schools who 

dropout and giving motivational talk in collaboration with the respective schools. The same 

parents have been reporting cases of pregnancies in school girls to the children department 

officers who did the necessary action against responsible victims. 

The study concludes that it is evident that there are school related factors and socioeconomic 

factors that leads to dropout in school in Kakamega South Sub County which is not specifically 

addressed will still see on increase in cases of dropouts in schools. 
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5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. One of them is that there is need to beef up the location on most vulnerable children. The 

ministry should set up efforts of supporting the guidance and counseling services in many 

of these schools. 

2. Teachers to students’ ratio should be improved bearing in mind gender balance. 

3. More mobilization and sensitization needs to be done to the community on child rights 

and those funds to encourage child labor stun action taken against them. 

4. There should be funds to accommodate more students to curb the rate of school dropout. 

5. The ministry needs to train the teachers in public relations to assist them know how to 

deal with both students and parents to make the school a friendly environment conducive 

for learning. 

6. The ministry needs to tighten the policies on the following; come back policies that 

mostly favors girls who dropped because of pregnancies; on parents who do not take their 

children to school; on these who indulge in child labor and lastly on teachers who do not 

perform their duties well. 

 

5.4 CONCLUSION 

 

The study has discussed factors that leads to school dropout rates in learners in the selected 

schools in Kakamega South Sub County. The research analysis findings made reference to the 

theories expose in literature review. This study has established that various factors indeed lead to 

dropout rate of learners. Those factors include school related factors and socioeconomic factors. 

It has been revealed that those are not solely attributed to the school environment but to learners 

living conditions in their homes. 

The phenomenon of learners dropping out of school affects the government, individuals, 

societies and the labour market. The effect of dropping out of school does not possess challenge 

on an implication but also social implication. Dropping out of school possess challenge on an 

individual regarding self sufficiency, self esteem and the ability to make educational choices. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

SECTION A 

 

1. Name of school 

2. 

 o level 

 A level 

 Other (specify) 

5. Professional qualifications 

 PI 

 SI 

 Diploma in education 

 Graduate 

 Post graduate 

 Other (specify) 

6. Teaching experience 

7. Number of years in this school 

 

SECTION B 

 

3. How do you rate the following in your school? 

 

 Very low Low High Very high Don’t know 

Dropout      

Primary 

schools 

     

Secondary 

schools 

     

Educational 

level of 

parents 

     

School levies      

Girls dropout 

rate 

     

Boys dropout 

rate 
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4. What is the community attitude towards the following? 

 

 Very good Good Poor Very poor Don’t know 

School      

Teachers      

Payment of 

school levies 

     

Administration      

 

SECTION C 

 

3. In your opinion what are the factors leading to girls dropout at various levels? 

4. In your opinions what are the factors leading to boys dropout at various levels? 

 

SECTION D 

2. Suggests strategies that can be used to alleviate cases of school dropout? 

 

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR PRINCIPALS AND HEADTEACHERS 

 

Age: 

Name of School: 

Teaching experience: 

 

Administration experience: 

Number of years as a Head teacher or principal in the school: 

For how long have you been in this school? 

 

SECTION B 

 

1. Provide enrollment data for primary or secondary school between 2015-2019? 

2. Provide data on completion rate for primary or secondary for 2015-2019. 

3. Do you experience cases of dropouts in this school (probe for number of boys and girls) 

4. What School factors do you think cause this early withdrawal? (Probe for both girls and 

boys) 

5. What socio-economic factors in your opinion contribute to the dropout of pupils in your 

school?(probe for boys and girls) 

 

SECTION C 

 

1. Are there cases where students have dropout but come back to school (probe for reasons 

for readmission) 

2. What is the school doing to ensure that students do not dropout?(probe for success) 

3. Do you have guidance and counseling session for the students? 

4. What is the role of the community in curbing dropout in school? 
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